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“L.0.” CALLING. 


As we write some five weeks have 
slipped by since the General Election 
gave the coup-de-grace to the Labour 
Government and placed in power an 
administration whose principal claim 
to honour is the infamous audacity of 
its election campaign and the calumnies 
by which it succeeded. And a month’s 
reflection confirms all that we said in 
our last issue. We still do not think 
that the Government can survive two 
years of office, and we still do not think 
that the Liberal Party is yet out of the 
picture. And we believe that the next 
two years are not going to be politically 
somnolent, but that they will be dis- 
tinguished by an intensity of action in 
the constituencies on the part of all 
Parties. 


Striking confirmation of our view that 
the Liberal Party has yet to be recog- 
nised and that our efforts in fighting 
Liberalism should not relax comes from 
the Rt. Hon. Arthur Henderson, who, 
writing in the ‘“ Daily Herlad,” says 
“Tt would be, in my opinion, a danger- 
ous miscalculation for the Labour 
Movement to assume that the supreme 
effort that will be made to revitalise the 
Liberal Party as a definite challenge to 
our entire position will necessarily fail. 
It may meet with a considerable measure 
of success unless we take steps to 
counteract it. The historical 
precedent enables me to point the moral 
that we should be foolish to ignore the 
certainty that the Liberal Party will 
strain every nerve to restore its fallen 
fortunes and get back at least to the 
position it occupied in the last Parlia- 
Tment y=. Labour must recognise 
that these (the Liberal votes) and other 
votes not yet secured to its own candi- 
dates, cannot be effectively won merely 
by repeating that sickly reiteration that 
Liberalism is dead.”” Mr. Henderson 
speaks with authority and as an expert 
in the high art of electioneering. With 

is analysis of the position we respect- 

ly beg to agree, and to confirm what 
said a month ago. 


There are abundance of reasons why 
Labour should not slacken for one 
instant in its efforts in the constituencies. 
Equally alive with us as to the value of 
Labour’s greatly increased vote at the 
General Election, there are signs that 
the Conservative Party, beside the 
Liberal Party, are going to make 
stupendous efforts to hold what they 
have gained and to entrench them- 
selves in the constituencies. We are 
not concerned here with such policies 
as may be adopted by the Tories to 
ensure popularity, and we are speaking 
of constituency work and organised 
efforts to get hold of the electors—and 
of the young people too. There will 
be no. slackening of ‘ory effort. 
Regarding the Liberal Party, probably 
in the history of British politics there 1s 
no other instance of such a searching 
enquiry into organisation and methods 
as that which has just been conducted 
by the Committee set up by Mr. 
Asquith. It may be that they are 
flogging a dead horse, but adversity 
makes men, and the Committee has 
been very thorough in its methods. If 
the Liberal enquiry has accomplished 
nothing more it has certainly enabled 
the rank and file of the Party workers in 
all directions to express themselves and 
to make suggestions, and it cannot but 
lead to an enthusiastic intensification 
of Liberal effort in the constituencies 
which we must be prepared immediately 
to meet. 


Those people who are prophesying 
that the next two years will resolve 
themselves into a sort of political 
doldrums in which nothing of im- 
portance will be moving, have obviously 
overlooked not only  Liberalism’s 
frantic struggles to survive, but the 
changed conditions of modern political 
warfare. Politics are not now merely 
the hobby of a small enfranchised 
section of the community. It has been 
said that the Britisher is not so political 
as his Continental brother, and this has 
certainly been true of the Trades 


2 THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


Bleep le Mo ie He Me i Ste Be Be Se 28 
G 


exile ake. Se ce se Ske Ae eRe 


From the Editor 


to 


OU : 


q eu Se 
@ Happy (pis Dear 


May Local Labour Parties thrive and 

Organisers multiply till LABOUR 

ORGANISATION covers the land 
and brings the People triumph. 


~- 


¥6 
[JN) 


ee 


go ~s 


4 CAP CaS “EYP U9 


ake ay BP SDS “SRG ERE PR QS EQ QS SS ~S34 PAS Big 


Unionist, but the enlarged franchise and 
the fact that modern policies effect the 
pockets and the home more and more 
have created a universal interest in 
politics which has completely altered 
the situation in the constituencies 
between elections. There will be no 
more doldrums, and the side which can 
organise best between elections is the 
side that will win elections when the 
contests come, 


“The Conservative majority is so 
large that the prophets tell us there will 
be no more General Elections for five 
years. It is because the majority is 
so large that brings me to the opinion 
that the Government will not last 
beyond two years. By then they will 
have justified or stultified their appoint- 
ment. In either case, they would 
appeal to the country. Then will come 
Labour’s great opportunity and 
Labour, in the meantime, must pre- 
pare.” Thus spoke Mr. T. E. Naylor, 
M.P., in his presidential address at the 
Annual Conference of the WLondon 
Labour Party on November Zgthin Lt 


» 


you see it in the “ Labour Organiser 
it is so ! In our November issue we 
said ‘ * Again we suggest that two year, 
is the maximum period-for the presen 
Byres majority to keep together.”’ 
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(Continued from page 3) 


As soon as Is. is contributed a 
membership card is issued. 

The envelopes will be collected as 
near to the first Monday in the month 
as possible. 

Each district is in charge of a 
Collector, who will collect the 
envelopes and distribute the 
“ Monthly Messenger.”’ 

Each month you will be credited 
with your contribution and a receipt 
sent quarterly. 

Seal your envelopes weekly and no 
one outside the officers of the Party 
will know of your contribution. 

A fresh set of envelopes will be 
handed to you monthly. 

With best wishes. 
Yours sincerely, 
FRANK ORGAN. 
(Gen. Sec). 
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OUT OF THE RUT 


IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES IN BRIEF 


In last month’s “‘ Labour Organiser ”” 
Mr. W. Howard, M.A., of Leicester, 
told in all modesty the story of how 
Leicester raised a clear £500 in co- 
operation with the countryside around 
Leicester, and how a part of this profit 
was made to help the two rural Divi- 
‘sional Labour Parties concerned. We 
have a further story to tell of Leicester’s 
enterprise this month. MacDonald’s 
tour was, of course, ‘‘ good biz ”’ every- 
where, but Leicester made a unique use 
of its opportunities. It was on the 
Saturday night that Mr. Howard 
became aware that Mr. Ramsay Mac- 
Donald could speak in Leicester on the 
Monday afternoon following—at tea- 
time in fact. It was a pretty time to 
engage a hall, but after endless and 
strenuous exertions the lessee of the 
great De Montfort Hall was run to 
earth, and that hall was booked. What 
would ninety-nine secretaries out of a 
hundred have done about advertising at 
such an hour on Saturday night? But 
that is not our story now, it is something 
more astounding. We quite believe 
that ninety-nine men out of a hundred 
would have imagined that at such notice 
it would be difficult to fill the great hall. 
"There was no doubt of that kind in 
Leicester, and it was actually decided 
that no man or woman should enter the 
hall except on payment of one shilling 
per head. There were no free platform 
tickets, even the chairman paid—and 
thousands of people with their “ bobs ” 
‘ready were turned away from the hall ! 
Leicester cleared £300 profit on the 
meeting ! = 


The Wellington (Salop) Labour 
Party are indulging in a great “‘People’s 
Fayre’ on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, December t1oth to 13th, in aid 
of the Party funds. The programme 
includes a Whist Drive and Novelty 
Dance on the Wednesday, a Reunion 
"Tea and Children’s Party on Thursday, 
Bazaar and Concert on Friday with the 
continuation of the Bazaar on Saturday, 
besides other atttactions spread over the 
four days. The object of the Fayre is 
to raise {100 for educational and pro- 
paganda work, which we _ should 
imagine will be easily accomplished. 

Mr. Frank Organ, under whose 
conduct of affairs as Agent in the 


Wrekin Division organisation has much 
improved, has now instituted a 
“Monthly Messenger ”’ which, while 
quite a simple duplicated sheet, is 
nevertheless a real link between mem- 
ber and organisation. The ‘“ Mes- 
senger ’ is made to give news of the 
Movement, a list of future engagements 
and to boom the activities of the Party, 
while spreading encouragement all 
round. We strongly support the pub- 
lication of these little monthly sheets by 
Local Parties, and in many cases they 
prove to be the forerunner of more 
ambitious enterprises. 


The envelope scheme for the collec- 
tion of members’ contributions which 
was fully outlined in our July 1924 issue, 
and which has been in operation for 
some time at Wellington (Salop) has 
proved a thorough success. The 
instance we gave in July was that of 
Maidstone, and the plan is the same in 
both cases. For the benefit of new 
readers we reproduce a circular which 
has been sent to individual members in 
other parts of the Wrekin Division. 


WREKIN DIVISIONAL LABOUR 
[DENRUIDY 


Labour Offices, 
Wellington. 
Dear Sir or Madam, 

It has been decided by the above 
Party to extend the Envelope Scheme to 
all parts of the Division. ‘This scheme 
for the collection of contributions has 
been in operation in Wellington during 
the months of September, October and 
November, and we can report that it has 
been a decided success. To win back 
this seat for the cause of Labour it is 
necessary that the Party should be in 
receipt of a steady income. We there- 
fore appeal that you contribute a small 
sum weekly through the envelopes. 
The scheme is as follows :— 

Contributors use the envelopes 
weekly. 

Each envelope will bear a number 
which is the member’s number on the 
membership roll. 

Until that number is given please 
write name and address on envelopes. 

Weask for a minimum of one penny 


per week. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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URGENT 


BACK COPIES of THE 
LABOUR ORGANISER 


Will readers who have spare copies 
of the following issues of the 
‘““Labour Organiser” be good 
enough to sell them to the Editor 
immediately. Full wholesale price 
paid— 
JANUARY 1924. 
SEPTEMBER 1924. 


Most numbers prior to 1924 are 
entirely out of print. Readers dis- 
covering spare copies will always oblige 
by notifying the Editor. 


PUTT 


LOCAL NEWSPAPER MEMS. 


Essentially a paper for Londoners and 
particularly for London Labour men, 
the “ London News ”’ is the new organ 
of the London Labour Party, and takes 
the place of the ‘‘ London Labour 
Chronicle ”? which, notwithstanding its 
constricted space served the London 
Labour Movement well for a con- 
siderable time. Feeling probably the 
need of a journal of more orthodox size 
and get-up, and doubtless with an eye 

to future development the ‘‘ London 
News ”’ is in a form that permits of real 
newspaper conduct and enterprise, and 
although the issues we have seen have 
necessarily been largely coloured by the 
election and its aftermath, there will be 
no doubt that under the able editorship 
_ of Ald. Herbert Morrison, the “* London 
News ”’ will rapidly become a powerful 
_ organ for London Labour men and one 
to be reckoned with in the world of 
London journalism. At any rate it fills 
a long-felt want and we welcome its 
arrival and shall watch its progress with 
real interest and well wishes. 


The Central Southwark Parliamen- 
tary Division in which Mr. Harry Day, 
M.P., recently scored a handsome 
Labour victory now possesses its local 
Labour journal, iMhes >) Central 
Southwark Sentinel’ is an ably con- 
ducted paper run with the Labour 
Press Service as a basis. The paper is 


a monthly, and the last normal issue 
showed a profit of over £8 on the 
month’s turnover. Congratulations to 
the Agent, Mr. Frank Roberts, on both 
events. We have always maintained 
that a live Labour journal helps in 
winning seats for Labour. 


The Ilkeston Division has had two or 
three experiences in the running of 
Labour journals, and formerly possessed 
a weekly paper. These failures belong 
to the era of the past, when Labour 
ventures were not so _ possible or 
profitable as to-day, and it required 
some courage to launch a paper. Not- 
withstanding, the work which the 
Ilkeston Labour journals did is being 
reaped to-day, and that the seat is held 
by Mr. George Oliver, Labour M.P., 
is largely due to education that was 
accomplished years ago. We are glad, 
therefore, to see that the Ilkeston 
Divisional Labour Party have again 
launched a monthly journal known as 
the ‘‘ Labour Monthly.” It is well 
done and with a local interest, and we 
earnestly trust the paper will prove a 
profitable permanency. 


We have received a copy of the 
Bournemouth ‘‘ Labour Quarterly,” 
the well printed and attractive little 
octavo fly sheet in respect of which the 
Hon. Organising Secretary, Mr. W. J. 
Hookey writes in answer to our enquiry 
as follows :—‘‘ With regard to your 
enquiry relating to our ‘* Labour 
Quarterly,’ we printed 10,000 copies of 
the first issue and distributed it free 
through our Ward Committees. The 
cost was {£9 12s. 6d. and we got 
£7 7s. od. in advertisement revenue. 
We are hoping to book more advertise- 
ments on the next issue and increase the 
size of the page. It was really issued as 
an experiment to meet the demand of 
our Ward Committees for some suitable 
kind of free literature, which could be 
used in canvassing between elections ; 
and also to provide a medium for our 
candidate to write a personal letter to 
the electors periodically. So long as it 
fulfils these objects we do not object to 
a slight loss, but at the same time we 
shall endeavour to make future issues 
self-supporting.’”’ We congratulate the 
Bournemouth Labour Party on a 
thoroughly effective enterprise, and we 
hope that the Bournemouth ‘ Labour 
Quarterly ” will prove the genesis of 
greater things. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The majority of correspondents’ en- 
quirtes which we here deal with have 
reference to the General Election. Those 
printed, however, all relate to matters of 
general interest, and the information 
passed on will prove of value on a future 
occasion. All the answers given below 
were as a matter of urgency answered by 
post, as were a large number of other 
enquiries not given here. 

Question —I have the opportunity of 
obtaining the service of commercial 
vehicles and want to know the position. 
They are not hackney licensed, they 
arecommercial. I have seen them used 
‘in other elections. I shall be glad if you 
will give me the exact position with 
regard to these vehicles ? 


Answer.—There is nothing to prevent 
the use of commercial vehicles for 
conveying voters to the poll or for 
general purposes, provided these are not 
vehicles which are kept or used for 
letting out for hire. No payment is 
‘permitted in respect of them so far as 
conveyance of voters to the poll is 
concerned, though the cost of running 
for other purposes may properly be 
charged. 


Question.—A bus owner has offered 
me the use of two buses. These buses 
were put off the ordinary route and 
licenses were refused. They are stand- 
ing doing nothing only taking people 
tours when required. Is it possible to 
run these? If they were bought by any 
individual could they then be used ? 
They would be useful to us in outlying 
districts. 


Answer.—The buses cannot be used 
for conveying people to the poll. 
There is nothing to prevent their use 
for other purposes during the election. 
Regarding the suggested purchase by an 
individual, presumably on behalf of the 
Party we do not think that this would 
get over the difficulty as the vehicles 
are ordinarily used for hire. We do not 
know what view an election judge 
would take of the matter if it could be 
shown that they were bought for the 
purposes of breaking up or for con- 
version to an altogether different use to 
that of letting out for hire, and this may 
possibly be our friend’s meaning. 
When the vehicles would cease to be 
“ordinarily used’’ would then be a 
matter for the opinion of the judge, 


though we incline to the view that a 
vehicle would change its character 
when the purchase was actually con- 
pleted and the hackney license sur- 
rendered. A later renewal of a hackney 
license would be a_ very dangerous 
proceeding. 


Question —Are collections at election 
meetings quite legal? Must they be 
entered as election monies received, i.e., 
to collections at meetings £10? 


Answer.—Collections at election 
meetings are quite legal and may be 
entered as suggested. It is obviously 
impossible to name the persons who 
give the items in the collection. If the 
collection is taken on behalf of the 
Local Party funds the collection may 
properly be included in the sum stated 
as received from the Local Party. 


Question——Can workers be given 
food and charged to election expenses ? 

Answer.—Any food given to election 
workers is in the nature of payment for 
services. One must either drop the 
practice of giving food or be prepared 
to enter the value of it as a payment 
made to every person receiving same. 


Question —Are sandwich men en- 
gaged to carry boards advertising 
meetings entered individually in elec- 
tion expenses under the category 
“ advertising ” ? 


Answer.—It is an undecided point as 
to whether sandwichmen are really 
legal. The law expressly forbids any 
employment other than clerks and 
messengers (and sub-agents in County 
Divisions). Sandwichmen are usually 
described as messengers and from. such 
light as can be obtained on the question. 
one gathers that this course is the 
wisest. 


Question——Are items such as the 
“Daily Herald” and I.L.P. Specials 
(with local matter) entered as printing 
or advertising ? 


Answer.—‘ Daily Herald” and 
I.L.P. Specials are not strictly speaking 
expenses of advertising. They are 
sometimes included with printing, but 
we think a more correct classification 
would be under “ miscellaneous.” 
There is a legal limit of £200 to the 
total of miscellaneous expenses. 
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Question.—Can you tell us when we 
are likely to receive our £150? We 
have heard nothing about it yet. No 
special application has to be made, has 
it? 

Answer. —The Act says “‘ the amount 
shall be returned to the candidate, if 
elected, as soon as he has taken the oath 
as a Member, and where the candidate is 
not elected as soonas practicable after the 
result of the election is declared.” The 
onus is therefore thrown on the Return- 
ing Officer to return the money and no 
special application is necessary. Prac- 
tice differs widely as to when the money 
is returned. ‘‘ As soon as practicable ”’ 
in the eyes of some gentlemen may 
conceivably mean a very long time 
indeed, and therefore when an unreason- 
able delay is likely to take place, 
candidates are well advised to apply for 
the money and to point out what the 
law is. We know of numbers of cases, 
however, where the money is returned 
expeditiously and within a few hours of 
the declaration of the poil. 


Question.—In the statement of elec- 
tion expenses is it legal to include the 
travelling expenses of a speaker or 
speakers ? For example, Mr. A. travels 
from London to to assist the 
Labour candidate as a speaker—(we 
hope he won’t.—Editor). He has spent 
£2 in railway fares. Can this amount 
be included in the miscellaneous state- 
ment as train fare of Mr. A. £2? 


Answer.—If the amount has actually 
been paid it must certainly go in the 
expenses somewhere. Authorities 
differ as to whether the travelling 
expenses of a speaker may be paid. 
We ourselves incline to the opinion that 
the sum is legal expenditure and is 
quite justifiable as an expense of holding 
public meetings. Care must be exer- 
cised, however, to see that nothing in 
the way of a fee or extravagant expenses 
are paid. When returning the item the 
address of the recipient should be given, 
together with the date and detail as to 
what the item consists of. 


Question.—W hat constitutes personal 
expenses of the candidate? Do tips at 
hotel and to motor drivers come under 
this? There is no form in the election 
parcel for the details of the personal 
expenditure of the candidate so I[ 
suppose these items do not have to be 
detailed ? 


Answer—The personal expenses of 
the candidate normally consist of such 
special personal expenditure as the 
circumstances of the election compel 
him to indulge in. Thus his living 
expenses in the constituency during the 
election come under that head if he does 
not normally live there. We do not 
think his wife or family’s expenditure 
comes under this head unless they come 
on the scene especially to assist him. 
His personal postage, train and car fares 
and taxis are equally “ personal ex- 
penses.”’ Regarding tips to _ hotel 
porters and drivers, the candidate must 
be particularly careful in this respect, 
otherwise a corrupt motive might be 
assumed. Nevertheless customary tips 
can be given and they are part of his 
personal expenses. The same may be 
said of any entertaining that the candi- 
date does either of speakers or personal 
helpers with this warning: that this 
sort of thing must not be done to such 
a degree as would be unusual in the 
ordinary everyday life of the candidate. 
A man might entertain, and pay for a 
dinner, or even an hotel bill, for a friend 
as an occasional, or a special thing, but 
the doing of this sort of thing wholesale 
at election times would most certainly 
involve an illegal or corrupt practice. 

Regarding the return, no detail is 
demanded by the Returning Officer in 
the return of expenses, but the candi- 
date should be prepared to show that 
his total as rendered agrees with the 
private record he has kept. 


Mr. GEORGE DALLAS AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS. 


An interesting interview with Mr. 
George Dallas (of the Workers’ Union 
and Parliamentary Candidate for Rox- 
burghe and Selkirk), appeared in the 
“New Leader”? for November 28th. 
The following extract from the inter- 
view given to Mr. Ernest E. Hunter 
will be of special interest to our readers, 
With the views expressed by Mr. 
Dallas we largely agree :— 

A number of organisers, of whom the 
town knows nothing, tramp or cycle 
season after season, from village to 
village, keeping alight the flickering 
flame of Trade Unionism in these 
dificult places. George Dallas is one 
who has had long and special experience 
in this field of work and for that reason 
I sought him out. 
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LABOUR OUT 
butnot OUTED 


N some ways its a good thine—it was 

bound to come. and we could not help 
ourselves. And Labour can probably do as 
much good in the firm position of a sturdy 
Opposition as in the insecure one of a 
minority Government. What we have now 
to do is to work with all our strength ready 
for the next struggle. Use all publicity we 
can, broadcast our aims and ideals as have 
never been done before. 
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PRESS HELP YOU! 


We can help you. Give us the chance to 


. prove to you that for good printing, at 


reasonable prices and with quick despatch, 
Labour can hold its own in trade as well 
as in politics. Send us your enquiries. 


THE 


BEAGKERIARS PRESS LEP 
17-23 ALBION STREET; ‘LEICESTER 


ej] W. W. BORRETT, 


TELEPHONE I I94 
Manager 
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He was inclined to be somewhat 
cynical about programmes, although he 
afterwards admitted that he had 
exaggerated a little in order to make his 
point. 

‘“ Why,” he said, “ don’t we go to the 
Clydeside to work out an engineering 
policy, or to Lancashire to work out a 
cotton Policy ? 

“They would laugh at us,” he con- 
tinued, “‘and tell us that what we 
wanted was a plain, simple, fighting 
policy for Labour that was applicable 
all over the country. That is equally 
true of the rural areas. 

“What do the people on the country- 
side want? They want good wages ; 
they want decent cottages ; they want 
cottages freed from the tie; they want 
village amenities ; they are just like the 
town workman ; they want proper 
conditions, shorter hours, leisure—it is 
a mistake to suppose that they want 
some special message—but the message 
should be simple and straight.” 

This brought Dallas to a t*mely warn- 
ing about the I.L.P. Backward Areas 
campaign. 

““T see,” he said, ‘‘ that you are go 
to have flying squads for this village 
work. Please do be careful whom you 
send, and what they say. ‘The speaker 
who goes to the countryside and talks 
of the ‘boss class’ and of ‘ wage 
slaves,’ of the ‘ proletariat ’ and ‘ surplus 
value,’ is doing more harm than good. 
The poor fellows won’t understand a 
word. Above all, keep your town 
speakers off agriculture, unless they 
are admitted experts. 

“'There’s no reason at all why your 
town speakers should not talk plain, 
straightforward Socialism—that’s their 
own line of country ; but ’ware getting 
the farmer making a fool of them before 
the audience. 

“The farmer plays on the psychology 
of the labourer. He tells his men that 
the Labour Party is a town party, that 
it’s got the city point of view, and that 
it’s hopelessly ignorant on agriculture. 
The propagandist must avoid playing 
the farmers game in this respect. 

“The problem of the countryside,” 
reiterated George Dallas, “‘ is a bread 
and butter one, and the first thing is to 
get the labourer into his Union. Just 
for the moment there is not much doing 
—things are a little quiet from the point 
of view of organising branches and 
making new recruits. We shall have to 
have patience, but if we can raise wages 


through the Wages Boards, there should 
soon be a move on, as the labourer 
begins to see that Labour and Trade 
Unionism mean something in actual 
casi: 


As to the best method of organising 
rural labour, my informant had many 
interesting things to say. It was a 
mistake, in his view, to segregate the 
agricultural labourer and to keep him 
too much to himself. The aim of 
Trade Unionism on the countryside 
should be to mix people and to bring the 
labourer in active touch with those in 
other industries. ‘‘ This,” he said, 
“gives him confidence; he does not 
feel so much alone. 


“The ideal is to associate the agri- 
cultural labourers’ branches with the 
small country towns and their little 
industries. In most of these small 
towns there are organisable industries— 
there are maltsters, brick-workers, 
blanket workers, glove makers and the 
like ; you will find small jam factories, 
or in the bigger towns engineering and 
what not. You must link them all up- 


“ Another essential part of the work 
on the countryside is the big county 
demonstration. This is for the sum- 
mer, but it is all-important. There 
should be bands and banners and wide- 
spread advertisement all through the 
surrounding country. Numbers breed 
confidence, and the bigger the demon- 
stration and the more the people the 
greater the sense of security.” 

Before I left Mr. Dallas asked me to 
mention to ‘‘ New Leader ”’ readers one 
important point. ‘‘ There is,” he said, 
“a widespread misconception about the 
agricultural voter. We hear talk about 
the Labour candidate in this con- 
stituency and that being let down by the 
labourer. That’s not at all fair. In 
many districts the agricultural vote is 
the backbone of the Labour poll, and in 
nearly all cases where a Labour candi- 
date has polled substantially he has 
obtained a high percentage of the 
labourers’ vote. 

“ But it must be remembered that im 
all these constituencies the votes of the 
squire, the shopkeeper, the doctor, the 
parson and the farmer and all their 
dependents add up very considerably, 
and are by no means a negligible factor. 
When this is taken into account the 
progress that has been made on the 
countryside is very remarkable, and 
there ought to be no fear of the future.” 
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THE LABOUR PARTY 


The Party Badge 


is now on Sale 


The Badge has been issued in response to 

the desire of the Movement for an Emblem. 

The design was selected as a result of a 

National Competition. 

Tue BapceE 1s IssueD IN Two STYLEs :— 
Enamel (Red, White and Gilt) with 
stud or brooch attachment. 
Oxidised Metal (brooches only). 

Orders should clearly state the style of the 

Badge, enamel or metal, stud or brooch, 

required. 

Local Parties and Women’s Sections can be 

supplied at 9/- per doz., yielding a profit 

for local funds. 

The design is registered, and cannot be 

used without permission of Head Office. 

Each Badge sold means a contribution to the 

Party’s Election Fighting Fund. 

See that all your members are supplied. 


Order at once from 


THE LABOUR PARTY 


33 ECCLESTON SQUARE, 


LONDON, S.W.1 
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LITERATURE OF THE GENERAL ELECTION 


SOME COMMENTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS. . 


The recent General Election was on 
-all sides more distinguished for the 
volume of the output than the quality of 
it. Neither Party can be said to have 
‘been well prepared, though the Tory 
Party undoubtedly had more ammuni- 
‘tion in its cellars suited to the particular 
issues of the election. An wunprec- 
edentedly short, sharp election, how- 
ever, did not mean a reduced output for 
either of the Parties, and a remarkable 
feature of the election was the high 
pressure activities of the various head- 
quarters and the astounding response 
which printers were able to make in a 
few days. 


The observer in the constituencies 
‘cannot but have been struck with the 
special virulence of the recent election 
-and the scurrility of Tory literature. 
There are two main sources of supply of 
literature at an election, i.e., the Head 
Offi¢e and that which is_ printed 
locally. And, however, low down the 
‘Tories played, it seems undeniable that 
their worst literature emanated from 
their own Head Office. 


In regard to Labour literature the 
‘samples that have reached us indicate 
no special originality or even progress in 
excellence at this election. Taken as a 
whole, Labour literature was decorously 
orthodox. In one respect the quality 
.of Labour efforts scored over its oppo- 
nents, for while badly behind the Tories 
at the start, so far as quantity is con- 
cerned, we apparently soon caught up. 
This was particularly the case with 
pictorial literature. Indeed the mural 
literature of Labour was far away more 
varied, artistic and telling than that of 
its opponents, and a feature of the late 
election was the discovery by many 
poster printers of the importance of the 
Labour Party as a market for their 
artists’ productions. A good deal of 
adventitious aid came to Labour in this 
respect. 


On the other hand, as we have 
indicated, the local output of literature 
was by no means distinguished for any 
special merit. Obviously the hurried 
election, emergency arrangements, and 
the number of new men at the helm, 


account for there being no marked 
advance, but in many other cases where 
experienced agents and permanent 
organisations were at work, we have 
noted the trail of the midnight oil, and 
the hurried printer’s order, on the 
samples that have been sent us. In 
comparatively few cases has the printing 
art been exploited as,an aid to effective- 
ness; yet in our opinion effective 
printing is always a good vote catcher. 


Once again the Election Specials 
proved a powerful aid to Labour 
candidates. "Those who had previously 
issued them all apparently found the 
experiment worth repetition, and in a 
number of fresh places this paying 
device was adopted for the first time. 
Our criticism would be directed at the 
flat and unimaginative titles that seem 


to be the vogue. ‘* Election Specials,” 
“ Pioneers,” ‘‘ Torches,” ‘“ Heralds,” 
and ‘ Sentinels,,”’ there were by the 


plenty, but what do these titles mean ? 
The most telling title came from 
Nuneaton where “‘ Frank Smith’s Elec- 
tion News ”’ was a name that he who 
runs may read, and the two editions 
were in tremendous demand. _ Inci- 
dentally, it is better to have two or three 
small editions than one over-burdened 
paper which the elector tires of 
reading through. Some of the Election 
News Sheets also were miles too prosy 
with very little local appeal. There is 
room for a great deal of improvement in 
the majority of these papers. 


Election addresses on the whole were 
shorter than usual, but otherwise were 
orthodox in their get-up. We saw, 
however, one astoundingly long address 
at Walsall. We would advise some of 
our candidates to seek a fresh frontis- 
piece on the next occasion. Some, we 
think, have used the same frontispiece 
on the last three occasions. ‘The most 
elegant election address was that of Mr. 
F. O. Roberts, M.P., at West Bromwich, 
whose literature at every election seems 
to take first place. We can imagine the 
electors of West Bromwich prizing the 
life-like photograph on toned paper 
which itself is a triumph of the printing 
art. The photograph itself, olin. x 
63in. appeared on the front page of a fly 
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| PRINTING. 


Send your enquiries to the 

Man who understands 

your needs. One who can 

really help in producing 
the best. 


Absolute satisfaction assured at a 
reasonable price. 


PERCY GILKES 


32 PARSON’S STREET, 
BANBURY. 
Member of Agents’ Ass’n. Trade Union. 


sheet, the second being blank, as also 
was the fourth. The distinguishing 
feature of the address itself was brevity, 
and we apologise to our readers that in 
reproducing the address below we have 
not done so in the manuscript, as was 
the actual address itself. Altogether 
the production was a striking and 
original one, and it is probzbly pre- 
served in the homes of thousands of 
those who contributed to Mr. Roberts’ 
‘great victory. 


To the Electors of West Bromwich. 
Dear Sir or Madam, 

As Member for the Borough for 
nearly six years I have given to my 
country and constituency—regardless 
of Party or sect—the best service within 
my power. 

I am again ready and willing to work, 
to place myself at the service of the 
people, and to the best of my ability 
devote my energies to the necessary task 
of further establishing prosperity and 
peace. 

,. If you feel I am still worthy of your 
confidence I shall be honoured in 
receiving your full support. 
Sincerely yours, 
Frep. O. Roberts. 
High Street, West Bromwich, 
October, 1924. 


We have room to mention one other 
address only, and this is that of a 
Socialist pioneer whose aggressiveness 
is at times a drawback when he attacks 
those whom we respect best, but which 
same attribute nevertheless is the 
asset and the virtue which makes Frank 
Rose what he is. This address also was 


reproduced in manuscript form, and 
the get-up was attractive. We would 
especially commend the last paragraph 
of this address. 
Trades Hall, 
47, Belmont Street, 
Aberdeen. 
October, 1924. 
To the Electors, N. Aberdeen. 
Fellow Citizens, 

I regret the necessity of again ap- 
proaching you for a renewal of the 
confidence you have been good enough 
to express and reaffirm since 1918. It 
seems superfluous to repeat the pro- 
fessions of political and social faith I 
have held for forty years and which 
I still hold. 

I have given a loyal general support 
to the first Labour Government. It is 
my intention, while reserving my right 
to form independent judgment in 
details, to stand faithfully by all that 
I conceive to be in the best interests of 
the workers and the great historic cause 
of Labour. 

I rejoice that the older parties, little 
inspired by mutual love or esteem, are 
massing under the banner of ‘* Anti- 
Socialism.’’ "That is where we want 
them. I accept the challenge. I have 
never apologised for being a Socialist 
and am neither afraid or ashamed to 
fight for Socialism to-day. Six years 
of intimate Parliamentary experience 
have strengthened my convictions, and 
with your goodwill I shall continue. 

Yours faithfully, 
FRANK HERBERT ROSE. 

“The prophecy that the General 
Election would prove to be a dirty one 
was, as pointed out above, well borne 
out by facts. On another page we 
reproduce an effective reply that was 
made to mis-statements in Bilston. In 
this Division Mr. John Baker suc- 
ceeded in ‘scoring a handsome victory, 
despite tactics of a discreditable nature 
that had been repeated by our opponents 
at election after election. ‘The samples 
of literature which we reproduce on 
the following pages include also a 
selection of election songs and some 
specimens of “ railway tickets ’’ which 
were utilised in a number of Divisions 
and proved a useful attraction. 

For the benefit of those specially 
interested in the central conduct of 
their election campaign, we give a 
useful daily return sheet that was 
utilised with success at Bristol. 


14583 
12840 
1743 


, (Tory) 


BURY 
Labour Majority 


Sam Hague, J.P., (Chairman of the Labour 
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AN EFFECTIVE POLL CARD. 


Below we reproduce an effective Poll Card from Bilston (Wolverhampton South) 


Division, where the agent was Mr. 


JOHN BAKER (Labour) 
Lt-Col. C. K. HOWARD- 


Agents’ Association). The election result was a handsome win for Labour as follows = 
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A BRISTOL EAST DAILY RETURN SHEET 
(Acent : Mr. H. E. ROGERS.) 


ELECTION RESULT: 
WALTER BAKER (Lab.) 16920 
H. J. MAGGS (Lib.) - 12143 


Labour Majority - 4777 
Previous Majority - - 2036 


DAILY RETURN OF WORK 
ACCOMPLISHED BY WARD AGENTS 


Have you returned the Names and Addresses of Personation Agents, Committee- 
room Clerks and Checkers for Polling Day ? If not enclose same..............-..::e::1:00eee 


What Billsidojyou require? Enclose copy, state NO. o-..c2.c..:cceevtcree ee accede 
Have your canvassers to work with cars been appointed ? ................fscececeeceereeeeeeeeeee 


Are you personally satisfied with progress of election ? ....... ogee Ao 


Enclose copyior um enuOG Cain GIStLiCh eset ase eres ee nese ceca sea eacdnic: cence 


Has your Secretary and Steward been appointed to take charge of outdoor meetings ? 


Did the Shorthand- aes attend the 2 ag last night and has a report been sent 
BE OG S ES SE oe eRe ie ee tena age Sn hay Sate) hic) me es Rrat alte Uh A Le. ve eee ete 


Have you tabulated the times returned on yesterday’s Canvass to call for voters ? 
Have you tabulated your Canvass books of yesterday’s return ? ............... Pe eet, F- 
Is your opponent making much show with bills, etc.?....2..........-cccececsssceetseeneeneqeeereenenees 


Have all the members been supplied with window bills ?..................:::ccceecceeeeenneeeetenees 
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TICKETS TO WESTMINSTER 


Professor Hugh Dalton’s _ striking 
victory at Peckham was among the 
surprises of the late Election. We 
reproduce below a 2d. ticket to West- 
minster (the actual mid-day fare by 
L.C.C. trams), which was one of the 
side lines adopted for the purpose not 
only of raising money, but of creating 
interest. The fare was paid by a 
goodly section of the electorate—who, 
of course, got their money’s worth. 
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Below is another “‘ return ’’—fare not 


stated. Apparently, however, it duly 
vouched a Member. 


FIRST CLASS 


RETURN TO WESTMINSTER 


FRANK H. ROSER 


The Labour Candidate a) 
By a HUGE MAJORITYN 


Printed and Published by 
A. Williamson, North Mill, Ashton-u-Lyne 


At Holland-with-Boston where a 
gallant fight was put up, tickets, we 
believe, may still be booked. 


Holland-with-Boston Labour Party. 


¢ SINEWS d To Win 

OF the Seat 
( WAR for 

FUND. LABOUR 


This Ticket isa Receipt. Thanks! 


Williamson, Ticket Printer, Ashton-u-Lyne 


FELIX TAKES A HAND. 


All electioneers appreciate the value 
of a good election song. Neither 
political Party has ever yet been able to 
appropriate to itself a popular air as its 
own special metre, and election airs have 
frequently been held in common by 
opposing candidates with appropriately 
varying verses. Songs vary from elec- 
tion to election, and the candidate is 
lucky who succeeds in appropriating 
the popular music-hall air of the hour. 
Just as parodies on ‘‘ Yes, we have no 
bananas ”’ were popular two years ago, 
the late election seems to have been a 
* Felix ” election. 

We print below three of the best that 
have reached us. 


Tune—‘ Felix.’ 


There’s a people’s party that, 
With its worker’s programme pat, 
Has won world-wide fame. 
Labour is his name. 

The Tories they would kill him, 
Liberals do him in, 

But no matter where he goes 

Or what they say of him, 


Chorus— 

Labour keeps on winning, 

Keeps on winning still 

With their workers’ programme, 

You will always find them 

Loyal unto the children’s cause, 

Which Tories want to kill. 

Liberals they tear their hair, 

But Labour murmurs ‘‘dinna 
swear,” 

Landed down in Westminster, 

And kept on winning still. 


There’s a man we all love dear, 
Who’s a fighter without fear : 

He’s won world-wide fame ; 
Ramsay is his name. 

He will lead us to the light, 

Put your trust in him, 

No matter what the lies they tell 
Or how they slander him.—Chorus. 


(Song supplied by Mr. T. Summerbell,. 
Sunderland.) 
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TEDDY PAY’S ELECTION SONG. 
Tune—‘ Felix.” 


"Teddy keeps on walking, and he’s 
winning too, 

With your support behind him, on the 
top you'll find him, 

Walk into the Polling Booth and vote 
for Teddy Pay, 

Never once will you regret, Libs. and 
Tories they will fret. 

Altogether—don’t forget, 

That vote for Teddy Pay. 


FRANK ROSE’S ELECTION SONG. 
Tune— ‘Felix.’ 


ROSE, he keeps on winning, keeps on 
winning still : 
With your support behind him 
On the top you’ll find him. 
Walk into the Polling booths 
And vote for Labour’s cause— 
Never once will you regret ; 
The poor old Tories, won’t they fret; 
Now, once again, and don’t forget, 
Make ROSE your choice again ! 


F. 0. ROBERTS, M.P. ELECTION 
SONGS. 


Sing a Song of Roberts. 


(Note—No less than six election 
‘songs were in vogue in Mr. F. O. 
Robert’s election. We reproduce four 
of them.) 

Tune—‘ Pack all your troubles.” 


Vote, Vote, for ROBERTS he’s the 
Labour Man, 
And Smile, Smile, Smile 
He stands for Justice on the People’s 
Plan, 
Smile, Boys, that’s the style. 
He’s the Pensions’ Minister, 
We'll keep him all the while, 
So pile all your crosses as you did last 
time, 
And Smile, Smile, Smile. 


Tune—* Yes, we have no bananas.” 
Yes ! the bold Labour Party 
Reduced the Taxation on Tea : 
And Sugar, and Cocoa and Dried 
Fruits and Coffee, 
Have been made a little more free ‘ 
‘The Pension for Old Folk is bigger, 
And pounds by the thousand now do 
go 
To bring to all suff’ring toilers 
Relief from past worries and woe. 


Tune—‘ Pasadena.” 


We'll keep you F.O.R., 

For we know what you are, 

No Tory foes, or Lib’ral woes, 
Will get our votes, no, no, no ! 
We'll vote again for F. O. Roberts 
He’s the man to trust, 


He'll win once more, and we shall show, 
Our love for F. O. R. 


Tune—‘ Let the rest of the World go by.” 


With ROBERTS so true, we’re sure to 
win through, 

And leave the Tory crowd to find that 
they’re behind, 

Their tales are poor and we are sure 

Labour men will win once more, 

‘To make a brighter life and end this 
workless strife, 

And show that life is worth the time ; 

When Labour rules in our land, 

And takes the work in hand, 

Then we shall have a land sublime. 


HOME OFFICE CIRCULAR 


A recent circular from the Home 
Office is a reminder and instruction to 
Registration Officers concerning the 
preparation of the Spring Register. We 
extract the following paragraphs which 
deal with the only matters of practical 
interest to our readers. 


REGISTRATION Dates. 

The dates for the proceedings in the 
preparation of the New Register are set 
out in Part I. of the Schedule to the 
Representation of the People Act, 1922, 
the qualifying period being the six 
months ending on the 15th December, 
1924, Documents will be kept pub- 
lished for the periods specified in the 
Schedule contained in the Order in 
Council of 2oth June, 1922, R.P. 116, 
which also prescribes the 24th February 
as the last day for claims by out-yoters 
in county constituencies. 


Hovser-To-House Inquiry. 

The Registration Officer will, of 
course, arrange for a complete house-to- 
house inquiry throughout his registra- 
tion area. Persons out of work— 
especially ex-service men—should, if 
suitable persons of this class are 
available, be given priority in the selec- 
tion of canvassers. 


Jury Marks. 


As the Spring Register does not form 
the basis for the Jurors’ Book, no 
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Councillor Jessie Stephen 


LABOUR CANDIDATE FOR 
SOUTH PORTSMOUTH 
1923 and 1924 
Just returned from a Tour in Canada, will 
lecture on “Impressions of Canada” or any 


other propaganda subject. Terms moderate 
but applications must be made early. 


first Come, First Served. 
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general revision of the jury marks will be 
required, but when making up the 
register the marks might be omitted in 
cases where the elector is known to be 
disqualified or exempt by reason of a 
successful appeal or otherwise. Care 
should be taken that in printing List B. 
of the electors’ lists and the list of 
claimants, the jury marks are placed 
against the names of those persons who 
are qualified for and liable to jury 
service, so as to avoid the expense of 
inserting the marks when the following 
Autumn Register is prepared. 
ee _cER 

A correspondent asks for same 
information as to circulations of free 
Labour journals, and what is the usual 
circulation. In reply we would point 
out that the circulation aimed at in a 
gratis journal is largely governed by the 
size of the electorate and the area 
catered for. The following figures may 
be of some assistance, these being the 
only figures we have by us :— 
“The Walthamstow Observer ” 20,000 
“Labour Torch” (Yardley, 


Birmingham) Sas PL 5,000 
“Thames & Medway Times’ 10,000 
“Tlkeston Labour Monthly ”’ .... 10,000 


PSGIOIC OOOO COCO gnu OOOO COO OOOO DIGIC 


PROPERTY QUALIFICATION AT 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 


Arising out of the recent Municipal 
Elections, we have been asked a question 
arising out of Section 10 of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1918, which 
reads as follows :— 


“ A person shall, in addition to and 


without prejudice to any other 
qualification, be qualified to be 
elected a.member of the Local 


Government Authority for any Local 
Government electoral area if he is the 
owner of property held by freehold, 
copyhold, leasehold or any other 
tenure within the area of that 
authority.” 


In the instance given by our enquirer 
a proposed candidate was resident out 
of the town and was not registered as a 
Parliamentary or Local Government 
elector in the Borough. He was, 
however, part owner of four dwelling- 
houses in the ward which he desired to 
contest, which were left by will jointly 
to himself and his brothers and sisters, 
five in number. Our correspondent 
desired information as to whether the 


20) THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


above facts gave the proposed candidate 
the necessary qualification on grounds 
of ownership. 


We have submitted the above matter 
to a very high legal authority, whose 
opinion in such matters is of great 
weight and value, and the answer is as 
follows :— 


“The point you raise is interesting, 
and so far as I know it has not been 
raised before. The section was passed 
to avoid the possible disqualification, as 
a result of the new franchises created 
by the Act of 1918, of any person from 
being qualified to be elected a member of 
a Local Government authority for any 
Local Government electoral area where 
such person would have been qualified 
under the existing law prior to the 
passing of the Act of 1918. That Act 
abolished the ownership qualification 
for the Parliamentary franchise. 


“There is no definition of the term 
“Owner ” in the Act of 1918. = It is 
clear that there is no limit of value 
required in respect of the qualifying 
property, nor is there any specified 
period during which the ownership 
must have subsisted. It is therefore a 
very comprehensive provision, and its 
raison d’etre is to increase the qualifica- 
tions for membership of Local Govern- 
ment authorities. It seems to me to 
admit of a broad interpretation. Of 
course exclusive ownership may differ 
substantially from joint ownership, but 
absolute ownership of any yalue and 
in respect of property of any tenure 
clearly satisfies the requirements of the 
section. 


corn 


he question is whether joint 
ownership does. It is largely a matter 
of interpretation, and may not be free 
from doubt. Especially as there may 
be two or more joint owners. I think 
the facts of any particular case would 
be helpful in order to consider it fully. 
To express an opinion upon the 
abstract question is not so easy, but if a 
bona fide joint ownership existed I 
should personally be prepared to allow 
the qualification of a person resting 
solely upon the provisions of Section 10 
of the Act. I should imagine very few 
cases can arise, and having regard to the 
object of the Section and to the whole 
tenor of the Act of 1918, I may say that 
undoubtedly I should lean to a broad 
interpretation.” : 


PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements under this heading 
are inserted at the special rate of 
twenty-four words for 2s., and 6d. for 
each additional six words, or less. 
Cash must accompany order. Three 
insertions are charged at the rate of 
two-and-a-half. Displayed advertise- 
ments, prepaid, are charged 4s. per 
inch, with special discount for a series. 


ADVERTISEMENT CANVASSER. 
—WANTED for London, a really live 
man, to secure advertisements for the 
“* Labour Organiser ”’ in his spare time ; 
best commission terms and _ every 
assistance.—Apply, ‘ihe Editor- 
Manager. 


OFFER TO THOSE RUNNING 
BAZAARS.—Suit, Costume, or Over- 
coat Lengths on sale or return.—R. A. 
Anderson, Co-op. Buildings, Galashiels. 


SPORTS MEDALS AND PRIZES .— 
Silver Medals from 2/6 each, Gold 
Medals from 15/- each. Send a 
remittance and we will send you a 
selection of Medals on 5 days’ approval, 
money returned in full if no goods are 
kept. Wealso make Badges of all kinds. 
Let us quote you.—E. Smith, Dept. D, 
59, Caroline Street, Birmingham. 
Estimates free. 


HOTELS 


APARTMENTS IN LONDON.— 
OSBORNE HOTEL, 2 and 3, Gordon 
Place, W.C.r. Most conveniently situ- 
ated for Westminster. Bed and Break- 
fast from 6s. 6d. Weekly 2 guineas. 
Hotel newly furnished by Maples. 


BALMORAL HOTEL, 21, Tavistock 
Square, W.C.1. Most central and 
conveniently situated. Bed and break- 
fast from 6s. 6d. Weekly 35s. 


What you save in Cash 
you lose in Efficiency 
unless all the officers of 


your Party get the 
Labour Organiser 


